[jRagsdale Charges 

Cover-Up By Ford 

Duncan Ragsdale, challenging Rep. Harold Ford of 
Memphis for the Eighth Congressional District seat, yes- 
terday charged Ford and the House Assassinations Com- 
mittee with being part of a "cover-up” which has prevent- 
ed James Earl Ray from getting a new trial. 

Ragsdale and Ray’s attorney, Mark Lane, yesterday 
visited the specially secured Shelby County Jail cell where 
Ray was confined following his capture after the April 4, 
1968, assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Lane maintains Ray pleaded guilty to the killing be- 
cause he was “under duress" in the special cell and suf- 
fered from "deprivation of sensory experience." 

Ragsdale said he and Lane will meet at 1:30 p.m. today 
at the Lorraine Motel, scene of the killing, with a witness 
who claims to have seen an unidentified man creeping 
through bushes away from the boardinghouse where Ray 
was staying across from the motel. 

Ragsdale, a Republican, and Ford, a Democrat, are on 
Tuesday’s ballot with- Dick;; Whitmore, an independent. 


Ray's Attorney 
Criticizes Jail 

■ Mark Lane,' the attorney representing 
James Earl Ray, today visited Ray’s former 
cell at the Shelby County Jail and charged, 
."that conditions in the jail'were part of the; ; 
,v. methods used to “coerce and torture” Ray. 

-• into pleading guilty to the. slaying of Dr.,;: 
'• .Martin Luther King Jr. .' . , ~ 

Mark Lane, the attorney,- said he will;;.: 
describe the jail conditions in his applies- -‘ 
i”: tion for a new trial for Ray. That applied v 
A.tion, Lane said, will be filed in thh Crimif •/< 
y nal Court Qerk’s office within' two weekfc; t 
- Lane and. Attorney Duncan Ragsdale; 
both of whom are co-guardians for a worn-; ~ 
.an who claims to have seen the assassin of r 
Dr. King, spent about 45 minutes in the jail -l 
today asking questions about the jail cell's . > 
• condition at the time Ray was being held 
‘ there awaiting trial for the’ murder of Dr. " 
King in 1S68. - . ' 





